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Three key terms in crafting an article 
for publication 
(Cambridge Online Dictionary)

✓ Structure: the way in which the parts of 
a system or object are arranged or organized, 
or a system arranged in this way

✓ Substance: the most important part of what 
someone has said or written

✓ Style: a way of doing 
something, especially one that is typical of 
a person, group of people, place, or period

✓ Like building a house, structure is the layout; 
substance is the material to make the house; 
and style is the specifications in making each 
room
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/part
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/system
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/object
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/arrange
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organized
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/system
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/arrange
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/important
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/part
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/typical
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/person
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/place
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/period
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Title

• Title should be specific, informative, concise, unambiguous, and reflect the 

content of the manuscript.

• Avoid specialist abbreviations and uncommon abbreviations.

• Typically, a preferred title contains three points, but no standard sequence:

1. Research variable(s)

2. Research context

3. Methodological approach

8/23/2025
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Sample Research Article Titles

8/23/2025 5

Exploring the relationship between foreign language motivation and 
achievement among primary school students learning English in China
(Hu & McGeown, 2020)

Does foreign language learning influence EFL learners' cultural intelligence 
(CQ)? A mixed-methods approach to exploring EFL learning as a contributor
to CQ (Wang & Yu, 2025)

“I will resume my research work when things settle down”: A narrative 
inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences
(Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Abstract

8/23/2025
Sources: A synthesis from several leading publishers, i.e. Elsevier, Routledge, 

Sage, SpringerNature, DeGruyter, Oxford & Cambridge University Press 6

Research 
background

Research purpose Research design
Research 

results/findings
Conclusion/recom

mendation



Example of a research article abstract
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences
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Keywords

• Keywords are used for indexing and searching

• Words and phrases selected should reflect the 
essential topics 

• Only abbreviations firmly and unambiguously 
established in the field should be used.

• Alphabetically ordered

• Number of keywords may vary

Sources: LaPlaca et al. (2017)



Introduction (Lit. Review 
embedded)

• Establishing a territory

• Establishing a niche

• Presenting the present work

Sources: Swales (2004)



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of establishing a territory in Introduction
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of establishing a niche in Introduction
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of presenting the present work in Introduction
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Research Method

• Contextualizing study methods
• Identifying methodological approach

• Describing the setting

• Introducing the subjects

• Rationalizing the decisions

• Describing the study
• Describing the data and how to acquire it

• Describing tools/instruments

• Explaining research procedure

• Rationalizing the decisions

Sources: Cotos, Huffman, and Link (2017)

• Establishing credibility

• Preparing the data

• Describing data analysis 

• Rationalizing the decisions



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of contextualizing study method in Research Method
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of describing the study in Research Method
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Engaging the audience

• Make eye contact with your audience to create a sense of intimacy 
and involvement

• Weave relatable stories into your presentation using narratives 
that make your message memorable and impactful

• Encourage questions and provide thoughtful responses to enhance 
audience participation

• Use live polls or surveys to gather audience opinions, promoting 
engagement and making sure the audience feel involved

Example of establishing credibility in Research Method
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Results/Findings and Discussion
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• Providing background information

• Reporting results in a quantitative or qualitative manner or 
mixed

• Discussing the results
• Interpreting the results

• Comparing results with previous studies/theories

• Providing reasons for the (un)expected results

• Evaluating results

Sources: Dudley-Evans (1994), Swales (1990), and Ruiying and Allison’s (2003) model, enriched by 

Suherdi, Kurniawan, Lubis (2020)
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Example of writing Results/Findings and Discussion
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)
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Example of writing Results/Findings and Discussion (Cont’d)
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)
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Another example of writing Results/Findings and Discussion (Cont’d)
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



Conclusion
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• Restating the research focus/objective/aim

• Evaluating the current study 

• Summarizing the results

• Stating the contribution of the current study

• Pointing out positive evidence/example of the current study

• Noting specific gaps or limitations in knowledge or research 

• Drawing implications

• Making recommendations for future research or practice

• Suggesting the applicability of results 

• Making a hypothesis for future research

Sources: Moreno and Swales (2018)
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Example of writing Conclusion
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)
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Example of writing Conclusion (Cont’d)
Topic: A narrative inquiry of an EFL academic's emotions and identities in research experiences (Lu & Zhang, 2024)



References and in-text citations
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• Give full bibliographical details of references and list them in 
alphabetical order of author

• Number of references and up-to-dateness may vary

Articles should contain no more than 15 references. Of these, no more than 
two should relate to the author’s own work. (Q1 Journal, UK-based)

The sources cited should at least 80% come from those published in the last 
5 years. Citations from journal should be at least 80% of the total references 
cited. (Q2 Journal, Indonesia-based)

Unless they are classic references, all references should be dated within the 
last 5 years of writing. (SpringerNature)

• All quotations and citations must comply with the reference applied in 
the journal: APA, MLA, Chicago, Vancouver, IEEE



Language style, spelling, and abbreviations
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• Give a short definition for discipline-specific term, which 
may not be familiar to all academic readers

• Inclusive language should be taken into account, depending 
on the journal’s policy

• Equations should be written, according to the journal’s 
housing style

• Keep abbreviations to a minimum. Typically, Non-standard 
abbreviations should not be used unless they appear at least 
three times in the text and after it is defined upon first use in 
the text

• Spelling should be consistent in the entire paper: American, 
British, or other types



Declarations and statements
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• Declaration of author’s contributions

• Declaration of conflicting/competing interest

• Declaration of ethical considerations (e.g., use of previous 
works)

• Declaration of Generative AI in academic/scientific writing 
(e.g., https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-
intelligence/publish/guide-for-authors, Elsevier) 

• Declaration of sex- and gender-based analyses report

• Acknowledgements and funding statement

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/publish/guide-for-authors


There is no such thing as good 

writing, only good rewriting.

Robert Graves
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Thank you
Arif Husein Lubis​

lubis_ah@upi.edu

@arifhuseinlubis (IG)


