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Objectives

1. Understand current trends in applied linguistics research

2. Explore emerging research in applied linguistics

3. Learn strategies for successful academic publication
in interdisciplinary applied linguistics

4. Identify different research modes in applied linguistics



Part 1

Understanding current trends
in applied linguistics research



Current Trends in Applied Linguistics

• First, interdisciplinary by nature

• Language use and learning are complex

• Interdisciplinary integration can comprehensively address real-world language 

problems

• An interdisciplinary foundation enables applied linguistics to address multifaceted 

problems in education, media, psychology, healthcare, religion, and global 

communication.



Linguistics and Psychology



Linguistics and Psychology



Linguistics and Religion



Linguistics, psychology, 
and Education



Current Trends in Applied Linguistics

• Second, Focus on real-world language issues

• Applied linguistics is fundamentally problem-oriented, seeking to provide practical 

solutions to language-related challenges, including:

1. Language learning and teaching

2. Language policy and planning

3. Intercultural communication in tourism and business

4. Language use in healthcare and legal systems

5. Language barriers in migration and refugee contexts



1. Issues in language learning and teaching

• Language learning and teaching are 

complex dynamics influenced by 

learners’ motivations, socio-cultural 

contexts, and educational systems. 



Issues in language learning (cont.)



2. Issues in language policy and planning

• Language policy and planning 

involve decisions about which 

languages are promoted, taught, or 

recognized in official domains. 



3. Issues in international communication in 
tourism and business

• Effective intercultural 

communication is essential for 

successful interactions in tourism 

and international business. 



4. Issues in language use in healthcare and legal 
system 

• Accurate and clear communication in 

healthcare and legal settings is essential 

for fairness and safety, but language gaps 

lead to serious consequences. 



5. Issues in language barriers in the migration and 
refugee context



Issues in language barriers (cont.)



Part 2
Emerging Research Areas in Applied Linguistics

1. Technology-enhanced language learning

2. Translingual practices, multilingualism, and identity

3. Intercultural communication

4. Critical applied linguistics and social justice

5. Language and sustainability

6. Language, health, migration, and refugees

7. English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) and Global Englishes



1. Technology-enhanced language learning

• How digital tools, platforms, and innovations 

are transforming language learning and 

teaching.



2. Translingualism, multilingualism and identity

How individuals navigate and construct their 

identities through the use of multiple languages, 

through social, emotional, and cultural dimensions 

of language use.

How language choices reflect and shape personal 

and group identities. 



3. Intercultural communication

• How people from different cultural 

and linguistic backgrounds interact, 

focusing on the role of language in 

facilitating or hindering mutual 

understanding.



Intercultural communication (cont.)



4. Critical applied linguistics and social justice

Questioning the assumptions, power 

relations, and ideologies embedded in 

language education and research. 

Uncovering how language practices 

reinforce inequality and marginalization. 



5. Language and sustainability

The intersection between language, ecology, and 

sustainable development. 

How linguistic diversity relates to biodiversity, 

not only as a medium of communication but also 

as a cultural and ecological resource reserved for 

future generations.



6. Language, health, migration, and refugee

How language affects access to healthcare, 

integration, and well-being for migrants 

and refugees. 

Language barriers in medical settings, the 

role of interpretation services, and the 

impact of language policies on social 

inclusion. 



Language, health (cont.)



7. English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) 
and Global Englishes

• A significant shift in applied linguistics

• Global Englishes recognizes the legitimacy 

of multiple English varieties



Part 3

Strategies for successful 
academic publication 
in interdisciplinary applied linguistics



Understand the Interdisciplinary Terrain

1. Identify and clearly define your disciplinary 

intersections (e.g., linguistics + psychology, 

education, AI).

2. Read across domains to identify theoretical 

overlaps and methodological gaps.

3. Target journals that welcome 

interdisciplinary contributions (e.g., Applied 

Linguistics Review, Language Learning, System, 

Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics).



Tailor Content to Journal Scope and Readership

1. Read author guidelines carefully and analyze published articles’ tone, 

structure, and methodological preferences.

2. Highlight the interdisciplinary contribution in the abstract, introduction, 

and discussion.

3. Use accessible terminology for readers from different academic 

backgrounds.



Build a Strong Conceptual and Methodological 
Foundation

1. Combine methods ethically and 

transparently (e.g., discourse analysis + 

survey data).

2. Justify your interdisciplinary approach—

why does combining fields offer better 

insight?

3. Explain your theoretical lens clearly (Don’t 

assume shared background knowledge).



Engage with the Scholarly Community and 
Review Process

1. Present at interdisciplinary conferences 

to refine your ideas and get feedback.

2. Collaborate across departments (e.g., 

linguistics + computer science) for co-

authorship.

3. Be open to critical peer feedback and 

revise with clarity and humility.



Part 4

Different research modes 
in applied linguistics



Trends in Methodology

1. Mixed Methods and Triangulation

• Example:
Title: "The Impact of Study Abroad on Pragmatic 
Development in L2 Learners: A Mixed-Methods 
Study"

• Quantitative: Pre- and post-tests of pragmatic 
competence.

• Qualitative: Interviews and reflective journals 
triangulated with test data to understand learning 
mechanisms.



Trends in Methodology

2. Corpus-Assisted Discourse 

Analysis

• Example:

Title: "Constructing Migrants in UK 

Newspapers: A Corpus-Assisted 

Discourse Study"

• Uses a large newspaper corpus to 

analyze keywords and collocates 

related to "migrants" and interprets 

ideological framing using Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) tools.



Trends in Methodology

3. Eye-Tracking and Neurocognitive Tools

• Example:

Title: "Investigating L2 Sentence Processing 

through Eye-Tracking and ERP Measurements"

• Eye-tracking monitors gaze while learners 

read syntactically complex sentences; 

Event-Related Potentials (ERP) capture 

real-time brain activity to assess processing 

difficulty.



Trends in Methodology

4. Virtual Ethnography

• Example:

Title: "Language Socialization and Identity in 

a Global Fanfiction Community: A Virtual 

Ethnography"

• Ethnographic data (e.g., forum posts, chats, 

interviews) are collected in an online 

community to explore how users co-

construct identities and norms across 

linguistic and cultural boundaries.



Trends in Methodology

5. Narrative Inquiry in Multilingual 
Contexts

• Example:
Title: "Translanguaging and Identity 
Negotiation among Immigrant Youth: A 
Narrative Inquiry"

• Collects life stories and language 
biographies to understand how 
multilingual youth navigate different 
language ideologies and construct hybrid 
identities.




